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Agency produces
~$750,000 project
tofight drug use

By BOBBY LEE
Slajf Writer

and a graffiti artist were spray-

ainting a message on an--

abandoned bulldmg on Elghth
Avenue.
Pohce stopped and asked

ingon: :
“Meth

face ‘snorting

from ~ trash
b

On Memorial Day, a local' |
advertising agency employee

. what was go-

. Garbage” was .
the script. that
“went with the”
image of a

" The cam paign is a new
effort being rolled out by The -
_ Partnershlp for a Drug-Free -

America. It was developed by

" Nashville-based . Thé - Buntin

Group for free, although the

, work is . valued at about

$750,000,

The aggressive in-your-face .
campaign that utilizes garbage

triicks, meth “spoons” and
school walls to gets it message

across is éxpected to give The |

Buntin Group national expo-
sure as it is picked up in coun-

 ties across the country.

" 'The fist county in Tennes-

- see'usitig the campaign will be

Humphreys County begmmng' ;

inJaly:.

The grafﬁu dlsplay in Nash-

ville — done an example for
the project — is just one of 11

“works that Buntin created for

the package.

kéting tactics — non-

teaditional; freet- -level -éam-
taffy

"Cost: $750,000 in labor, serv-

any of thie works use guet- . will cost Individual communites

.Barmnin pankmg lot represents a meth Iab The
barn is accompamed by a red painted blast
radius and a warning sign that reads: “Boom.
If vou can read this. you're already dead.

TUESDAY. JUNE 13, 2066

PHOTOS ooumesv OF BUNTIN GROUP
Garbage truck featuring an adverhsement that reads: “111e
in here s the stuffin Meth.” ‘

THE ANTI- METH CAMPAIGN

towns.
Where: First stop is Humphreys
,County nex§ month, followed by, -

ices and production resources
donated by The Buntin Group. It

- ments of the oampaign totheir .
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ET QUOTES ON YOUR CELL PHORE,
SﬂiD TEXT MESSAGES WITH
© STOCK TICKER (e, GCI), or
+ FUND TECKER (L., AGTHX) to 44636
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Momihg Memo

So f.ar, so good for Nissan

MOVERS AND SHAKERS
an asset to the community” afew weeks, at which ime work  where they said they could envi- Gee Ave.
LlfePO].nt appomts Headquafter § pla-n Fralﬂdéna Mayo:n’lll‘oﬁm Mi]leél Sflid cotﬂdthbeg'm on the 53]—acre silt(e sion soifne c‘l)&nmmunitﬁ events Bake's ! g’ <
yesterday, “It will fit in with the  near the current Carothers Park-  taking place,” Miller sai
leISlOﬂ p I%Ident 1o be reVlewed by - character of the area” way dead end. " One of the biggést considera-
LifePoint Hospitals Inc, has \ Nissin submitted to the citya ~ Plans for the 1SO-foottall tions for the complex is traffic,
named Robert N, Kleln president of OfﬁCIa].S June 22 .site plan for its IOstory, building include a cafeteria, and Miller said city- and Tenn- Gane{lé
the United Division, one of the . - \521,031-square-foot office build- fitness center and car salon, essee Department. of Transf
Brentwood-based hospital com- By COURTNEY WATSON ing ‘back in May, and city where prototypes and newmod- portation-led infrastructure im- g g
pany’s five operating divisions, Staff Witer rengineers, planners and fire els will be on display. Miller said  provements are being timed to lesan No'"'
He will oversee hospitals in FRANKLIN — Afteramonth '~ department officials have been he understood that feature coinclde with building construc- America X
West Virginia, Alzbama and South of studying plans for Nissan busy over the past weeks would notbe open tothepublic. tion. | headquarters B
Carolina. North America’s Cool Springs . repating their commentsforthe  Additionally, the complex  *“We're going to have 1200 . site
Klemwas chief headquarters, city of Franklin glans review at the next Plan-  would include a four-story park-  to 1300 people working in the \
executive officer officials say they like what they - ning Commissxon meeting June  ing garage with more than 1500  building, so traffic Is a consid-
of Skyline Medical see, B2 spaces and an outdoor open eration,” he said. “But we don't
Center in Nash- “We have seen the building ~ If approved by the commis-  space that could be used for com- traffic is going to be a
ville. From 1997 to designand how it'sgoingtofiton  sion, Miller said, Nissan should munity events,
200, he was CEQ the site, and it will definitely be  receive its grading permit within “It's 4 large, open, green avea P Please see NISSAN, 2E ’
* of Hendersonville . i
HE Medical Center. : : -
ILEIN. .- Bothhospitals are i
pwned by HCA Inc, : i
During his 20-year career, Klein ' C
has held senfor management posi- . /
tions at severaé HCAd};ospxtgls in : . N
Tennessee and Florida. He began Bumt meth spoons are left on doorste ‘
his career at Baptist Medical Cen- 4, o know that meth i
ter Montclair in Birmi Ala, - Peop eXpanSl‘
LifePolnt operates 49 hospitals h
nadonwxd.& . o TopprACK tO be dO]
. . . o -
MARKETS o n phase
=z Buntin Group takes on meth | B
pas o : with 141 beds-

be built until 2

The campaigri is a new

¥

0 ‘NASDAQ
-43.74;2,001.32

0 S&P 500
-16.90; 1,236.40

RUSSELL 2000 INDEX
) -18.20; 683,19

BLOOMBERG TENN. INDEX
-6.43; 344.99

’ 0 -$1.27; s’mse per barrel
0 NATURAL GAS
w +$0.052; $6.224 per mmbtu
o GOLD
& $1.50; $611.30 per ounce

o SILVER
-$0.145; $11.065 per ounce

_ BUNTIN

Agency produces

By BOBBY LEE
Steff Writer

On Memorial Day, a local
advertising agency employee
and a graffiti artist were spray-

painting a message oh an
abandoned building on Eighth
Avenue,

Police stopped and asked
what was go-

went with the
fmage of a
face ‘snorting
from  trash
bags stacked
on the groiind by the wall:-

The -ad agency worket

work is valued at about
$750,000.

The aggressive in-your-face
campalgn that utilizes garbage
trucks, meth “spoons’ and
school walls to gets it message
across is expected to give The
Buntin Group national expo-
sure-as jt is tﬁlcked up in coun-
tes across the country.

The first county in Tennes-
see'using the campaign will be
Humphreys County beginning

inJuly.

The graﬁiu display in Nash-
ville — done an example for
the project — is just one of 11
works that Buntin created for
the package.

Many of the works use guer-

. rillamarketing tactics — non-

traditional; street-level -cam-
aigns such. ds the gralﬁh -

in here is the stuff in Meth.”

PHOTOS COURTESY ‘OF BUNTIN GROUP

Garbage truck featuring an advertisement that neads. “The stuff

THE ANTI-VETH CAMPAIGN

Cost: $750,000 in laboy, serv-
lces and production resources
donated by The Buntin Group. it
will cost Individual communities
rolighty $20,000 to bring ele-
merits of the ampalgn to their

towns.,

Where: First stop Is Humphreys

County next month, followed by
Johnson and Tipton counties.
Target audience: Rural com-

munities and small towns. *
soeev LEE

- ! effort beﬁg rfulled out by The .
: : : Partnership for a Drug-Free By TODD PACK -
i i o000 $75 0,000 prOJeCt America, Ilt) was developed by Staff Writer
[E] AZoW DIJ Fz':)‘o: M Nashville-based The Buntin Vanderbilt University
{0 ﬁght drug USe  Group for free, although the planned $234 million exp

- its busy teachmg hospit

be finished in phases, ra
all at once,

Some small remodeli
ects could be done by y«
while a - proposed 1l-st
tower wouldn't be built v

Vanderbilt: gave new
its plans Monday in its ap
to the state for a certi
need Under Tennessee .
pitals need the approv:
Health Services Dewve
Agency before adding
making major changes.

In its application, V
said adding the tower a
tribiting  some  existix
would result in 141 a
acute-care beds.

It said it sces patier
throughout Tennessee a
from surrounding states

‘Lamedlthz pro}ect — a

b

its high volume has res

ut the package’
patient diversions and ¢

télevision, radio

> work. thoteh P e . : g of h‘(l)!l&im%h areas (og
3 - “Wé thought we could con- - t would otherwise
WHAT’S NEW “yersationalize the impact of ted”
‘ o be anced th
wo ced thro
l\)?Vurﬁgley tFleldlsﬁrlst g o
Vanderbilt is license:
pen 0 g() WIrElEss beds, including 215 at the
CHICAGO — Wrigley Field, Carell Jr. Children’s He
the Jast big league stadium to Vanderbilt and 88 beds at *
install lights, will be the first to go derbilt Psychiatric Hospital
wireless, It's possible that Va
Starting today, when Chicago proposed expansion co
Cubs manager Dusty Baker needs opposition from some «
to communicate with his bullpen tors.
during games he'll call on a wire- Officials with HCA I
less handset designed by Moto- owns the nearby Centenr
rola Inc. rather than reach for the " jcal Center, and Saint

Health Services, which o1
tist Hospital and Saint

Hospital, said on Monc
couldn't comment on Var

corded phone on the dugout's
back wall.

Juan Lopez, the Cubs’ bullpen
coach, will be sure not to miss the

c:illll —he'll havi:i onigf buelle 158(? ahgglica;li;r‘l because the
phiones strapped to t and it a chance to review it
wﬂl vibrate and produce aloud BI'AST ZONE HCA is seeking a ¢ert
Barn in parking lot represents a meth lab, The need to build a $112 millio

The Cubs and Motorola, who barn is accompanled byared pamted blast hospital in Spring Hill, wi
announced the arrangement Thomas has said it will
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" BOBBY LEE
: Stajj" Writer

‘Ifa squaéh can make you
smile, then so could the lat-

est’ developments at Veg- ‘
- out an animated feature -
- “that sells, is smartly distrib-"~

giéTales.”

Pranklin- based Big Idea,
the company belind the*
Chnstlan-themed Veggle-

Tales seriés for children, is

trying to bounce back from

a 2003 bankruptcy with.a”,

v gan‘ of television and mov1e

" The b1ggest gamble for .
.- Big Idea, which'was bougtit
" " outof bankruptcy by aNew .

: Yorkrbased miedia . Com-
pany in the fall- of2003 isa’
feature«lellgth film’ tarlge_l {
‘that plits.several of
ture characters in-a

" mrioral . fable with a plrate

here, Is headed fora role in-a new
feature fimfromi Franikiin-based

Big ldea Inic., the onglnators of :
the VeggieTales series. “The
Pirates Who Don't Do
Anything: A Veggi-

_ eTales-Movie”
is targeted
for a 2008

. release.

PHOTO BY
SANFORD
MYERS / THE
TENNESSEAN

: _.sales of merchiandise; -
Terry Pefams, chief oper=
vatmg officer of Big'Idea,
said his company was doing
-things differently this time
- dround, sigring an upfront
‘distribution deal for the film -
with Universal, a subsidiary

: I':Who Don’t Do Anythmg' A..
. 'VeggieTales Movie” and-

Big Idea's top. executives

are faced with* dprovmg that

they’ve léarned how to put

uted: and ‘creates’ spm—otf

.

of the Vivendi media com-
pany, which should guaran-

_tee a fast start and provide. -
dlstnbutlon for B

wider. ..
‘Plrates.

entered into’ this distribu-

theme, - ~‘tion' agreement with Uni- '1 '
.- The ﬁrstmowe falled, 1ed . versal before we started
1o a latwsuit with a key dis- prodiiction, we have 18
tnbutor and put Big Idedin ~ months to plan the .
a ﬁnanCLal bindi. Neow '*glarketmg, .promo- -
comes a new feature-lengtl -Hon™and. cross
, ammatedﬁlm,“’]fhe Plrates "'promotlon
LIGHTS, CAMERAS,
CUCUMBERS |
. Lany the Cucumber, bemg sketofied -

FRIDAY .IUNE 23, 2006

“T think ‘because We‘

- “Also;1 believe. Umverszﬂ

as the ability to-do‘a wide. .
release of - this- movie, -
- whereas ‘]onah released on- -
“;about. 800" screens.” “(By . |
-way of comparison, Pixat’s *
- hit film “Cars” opened -on

nedrly:7,000 screéns. earher ;

- this summer.) ' :

Big .Idea" also. recently

annouriced a TV partner-- .
ship with NBC'Unjversal, = =
Scholastic Books'and Span-.

ish- language network, Tele-v -

h* Please see MOVIE, 3E

aroundtheﬁlm,andwechd—- .

o't have: that beneﬁt with *
Jonah' ‘(the. previous ;.
* miovie),” Pefams said.

' _'Fllmmaker Bigldea InQ
"Locahon, Franklin®.. - <o -
“Title of new movie: “Plrates Who'

) ;.wm\rs THEBIG; IDEA‘?
A FRANKLIN commuv

Don't Do Anythmg A VeggleTh!es

'.._;'Mowe

i Tenbahve Release Date. 2008 BT

= -:’Dlslnbutor' Umversal W e
“'Produchon Budget: $15 mllllon (est)

. --—STAFFRESEARCH: -




-

" essfully shown: on* th
. screen,” Rolfesaid. - = -

Mowe'

The Woﬂd of Ammatlon' Step-hy-Step

Heres how ah anlmated film corries 10 life, moving from aconceptual sketch in pencil to a finished product. The
|mages are from’ “Lan'yBoy and the Bad Apple ! a home video due this summer from Big Idea.

: mundo, among others to air “A-
" Smart Plage for Kids” children’s .

- programming -on ~various digital*
outlets and for a few hours each
' Saturday starting this fall on NBC.,

Big Idea was created by CEO

Phil Vischer-and Mike Nawrocki,

‘writer, director and voice of Iarry
.the. Cucumber, and produced its
~ first VeggleTales video in 1993,
Before ifs brush ‘with bank-
ruptey, the company had annual
“sales of around $40 million 4 year, -

‘ accordmg to court records.

The company debuted its first
feature film, “Jonah: A Veggie-
Tales Movie” in 2002, a.year in.
‘which Big Idea reported roughly

© $41.8 million in revenues,

. “Joriah” went belly up,\ in part
because of pdor marketing and
difficulty in finding a distributor, -
company officials say now. -

The film grossed $25.6 million
domestically, according to pub-
lished reports.

That amounts, to less than half
-of the revenue that “Cars” brought
in.for Pixar in.a single weekend
carlierthismonth,” -

“The 'company invested in

| . -Jonah'" theatrically, and it didn’t

" provide a return on investment..
‘We lost -a substantial sum of
- money oh the movie and strained -
‘the company’s cash;" Pefanis said.
" “The box office dnd video release

drdn’t cover the cost of the movie.” -

“Those and other problems led "
to Big Idea’s bankruptcy. and pur

"“chase by Classic Media, a: TV,

.

- movie and video. company Wlth

rights to dozens of classic ani-"

_ tated characters from Casper the -
Friendly Ghost to Mr: Magoo.
‘Since then, Big Idéa has closed

" jts former Chicago offices and

nioved to Franklin for a fresH start,
The. question now becories:
" 'Will Big Idea score.a hit with its

latest feature film and ayoxd the -

mistakes of its past?

Dick Rolfe, chairman of the‘

Dove Foundation, a Grand Rapids,
" Mich,, group that encourages' the’
. pfoduction’  of  family-friendly
“films, believes “that
ﬂopped becduse of a: lackluster
.marketing strategy. :

“qt really has more to do with

how the mov1e 1s marketed

- Some observers thmk B1 Ideas

‘(Ionah” N

\

ol

Make concept drawrngs In pencrl Each sketch Is -

Step 2

“equivalent to two- secohds in'the fi nal product, <

-Step.
Complete a storyboard outliri

"Final anlmatron Wrth colOr, Ilghtrng,
shadrng added to complete the -
scérie. In this Image, LarryBoy,
Batman-like hero, enfers a fildden -
cavéto reach hrs Lany mobile. .

Source: Brg Idea

for growth of ChnstJan entertam "

ment.

publisher of Box Office Mojo, said:

“In, many ways, Big' Idea was

among the movie makers that

were ahead of the pack:in regard"
to the rise of Chiistian entertam—

men -

Pefanis and others ‘say they’re -
‘better prepared for the big screen, '

‘with “Pirates.”

For example, - Brg Idea | prev1—

! the aotron chronologr- ’
caliy so the deslgnérs can envrsron the whole story‘_ '

Brandon Gray, presrdent and.'

Step 4

' annnatlonto a stud10 inCanada to
- cutcosts.. .
" “We deliver a final story reel to-
. " the animation $tudio in Canada,
- and they actually have the anima-
“tion crew that does the anima-
tion," Pefanis ‘said. Agreeing to a

Colors are filled in by hand

Basic scenes are generated on computer, usrng blook
‘o shapes emerging from-a wrre frame




dlstnbunon deal w1th Umversal
-alsohelps, hesaid.- . )
. Fllen Seiter, a professor of ctiti+ -
 cal studies at the University, of -
- Southérn Califothia, said: work on
“Pirates” shows -that Big Idéa is. -
serious about widening its Veggie—‘ .
- Tales franchise’ and grong the '
" bottomi line; * - . 4
o+ “Certainly its 3 gamble frorn 2 dn -
. industry point of view," she'said;
“It also ‘suggests how they ‘are” |
-~ thinking about the ‘Christian avdi- . |
ence il new. ways and are takmg o
themmuch ore. senously '
... A new movie ‘and telev1s
"~ dealaren’t the only productsinthe
pxpehne atBigldea. = . - o
After selling 50 million DVDs, =
", 7-million records; 2 million books, . .-
- aline of toys and metchandiséand
producing: live shows, the  com»
pany'will créate a new video gama .
-for release in: Auguist. « O
The game; based on the Larry
‘Boy. Superhero ‘character, is being
- done in partniership with Crave”
"Entertamment. It will he reIease [ -
. at the same time as'a new home.. "
video,  “VeggieTales: IarryBéy"* 1
and the Bad Apple” * -~ - L
" . “We reall§ work hard to make o
our shows enfertaining and fun for'
" children, but (we) also Warit par- .
" enitstto watchand. en;oythe shoWw," .
* Pefanis said, “Our hope is that 1t R

* ~will: engage ‘parent and chiild.jn

. .conversation about t the message of o
- the- show"l R o
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HealthStream names
senior vice president
HealthStream Inc, a Nashville-
based provider of learning solu-
tions for healtli-care providets,
has hired J. Edward Pearson as

senior vice president. :
He will oversee the develop-

ment and growth of the'com-

pany’s research
products group.
. Beforejoining -
HealthStream,
Pearson was
president and
chief executive
i | oﬁicer of Digi-.

y Script, an‘Inter-
PEARSON net-based training
and communication solutions
provider for the life sciences
Jindustry.

Before that, he was CEO of
Medibuy Inc., a Web-based
health-care exchange, He also
was CEO of empactHealth.com, a’
health-care e-commerce com-
pany, -

— TODD PACK
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WHAT'S NEW

Federated to sell
Lord & Taylor stores

Federated Department Stores
Inc, the second-largest U.S.
department:store operator,
agreed Thursday to sell its Lord
& Taylor chain o a group of
investors for $12 billion to focus
onitsMacy'sbrand. -

The sale to principals of invest-
ment firms Apollo Real Estate
Advisors LP and National Realty
& Development Corp, includes
48 Lord & Taylor stores, Cincin-
nati-based Federated said ina
statement, The 180-year-old chain
will have sales of §L1 bxlhon this
year, one analyst

. planned

“BUSINESS »

New Chattanooga
headqualters tobe

one of state’s largest
By TODD PACK
Stff Writer

BlueCross BlueShield of Tenn-
essee unveiled Thursday a bigger
new headquarters than earlier
— 2 $299 million coipo-
rate campus on a hill overlookmg
downtown Chattanooga.

Originally envisioned as a
smaller * headquarters replace-
ment at 2 cost of about $226 mil-
lion, the drawings shown Thurs-

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2006

BIueCross unvells blg plan

day allow exira room for addx—
tional hires and future expansion,
company officials said.

The camy

workers will be one of the largect

corpordte headquarters in the,

state — mote that twice as big as
the North American headquar-
ters being bullt for Nissan in
Franklin.

BlueCross is the state’s largest
health insurer and has expand:
recently by buying Gordian
Health' Solutions, a Franklin-
based disease management com-
pany, and by launching Shared

* Health, a for-profit company that

us for about 4,000 - -details Thursday

tronic medlcal record using
insurance claims data.

The company did not pve
about the
nature of its future expansion.

The insurer plans five' build-

ings with a total of 950,000
square feet on Cameron Hill
overlooking the Tennessee River.

“The insurér’s current offices are |
scattered among 10 buildings |
led - throughout Chattanooga.

Construction is scheduled to
begin in September. BlueCross
said it would be finished in 2009,

The unveiling of the plans fol-

.has develo

a Web-based elec-

- - Please 53 CANIPUS, 38

PHOTO COURTESY OF ¢

BIueCross Blueshleld ot Tennessee plans a hilitop heddqua

Ahoy, VeggleTales' Blg Idea
hopes movie revives fortunes

Creator of series thmks it has learned_ from mlstakes that led to banlquptcy'

BOBBY LEE
Staff Witer

1f a squash ‘can make you
smile, then 50 could the lat-
est developments at Veg-
gieTales,

Franklin-based Big Idea,
the' company behind the
Christian-themed Veggie-

. Tales seriés for children, is
trying to bounce back from
a 2003 bankruptey with -a

pair of television arid movie . things

deals,

The biggest gamble for
Big Idea, which was bought
out of bankruptey by a New
York-based media com-
pany in the fall 0f 2003,is a

© foature-ength film targeted

for 2008 that puts several of *.

. its signature characters in a

xé\loral fable with a pirate

e

_ The first movie failed, led
to a lawsuit with a key dis-

. tnbutor and put Blg Idea in

Now

com anew feature—l
animated film, "I‘he Plrates

uc.irrs, CAMERAS,
CUCUMBERS

. Larry the Cucumber, being sketclied
here, Is headed for a role in anew

feature filtm from Franklin-based
Big ldea Inc,, the originators of
 the VeggieTales serles. “The -
Pirates Who Don't Do

‘The new owners said they
mlght shrmk Lord & Taylox’s

B &6 "

N promotmn‘

. Who Don't Do Anything A

VeggieTales Movie,” and
Big Idea's top executives
are faced with proving that

they’ve learned how to put

out an animated feature

that sells, is smartly distrib-"
uted and’ creates” spin-off |
" about 800 screens” (By

sales of merchandise. -
Terry Pefanis, chief oper-
ating officer of Big Idea,
said his company was doing
erently this time
around, signing an upfront

distribution deal for the film

with Universal, a subsidiary
of the Vivendi media com-
pany, which should guaran-
tee a fast start 4nd provide
wider
‘“Pirates.” .
“f think because ‘we

entered into this distribu-_

tion agreement with Uni-
versal before we started
production, we have 18
months to plan the
marketing, promo-

tion " ‘and " cross

distribution.  for .

around the film, and we did-
o't have: that bepefit with
Joriah' (the . previous
rniovie),” Pefanis said.
“Also, I believe Universal
has the ablhty to do a wide

release of  this movie, .

whereas Jonah' réleased on

way of comparison, Pixar’s

hit film “Cars” opened on

neatly 7,000 screens earlier

-thlssummer)

Big .Idea also recently
annouticed a TV partner- .
ship with NBC Universal,
Scholastic Books and Span-
ish-language network, Tele-

- Please see MOVIE, 3E

" COURTESY OF BIAIDEAS

WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA?
A FRANKLIN COMPANY
Filmimaker: Bigldea Inc, .
Location: Frankin'

“Title of new movie: “Pirates Who
Don't Do Anythlng A VeggleTates
Movie

Tentative Release Date- 2008

B t_)istnbuton Universal ‘ )
Production Budget: $16 million {est) .
‘ — STAFFRESEARCH -

Fractior
seeks wi

to avoid

bankru

Owners could

- thousands if i

By GETAHN WARD
Stoff Writer -

With creditors on its
bled FractionAir Inc. ¢
day that it's working o1
turing plan to avoid ba

At stake is millions
owed to creditors suck
Express of Cookevil

. units have filed fawsu

about $375,000 in unpa

Harry Jacobson, a vi
lor at Vanderbilt Univ¢
ical Center,’and Frank
can . Mortgage Co, 2
high-profile co-ownes

. operated by Fractiofi
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“Tiffany’s prepares to open Green Hills store next week”

The Tennessean (Nashville, Tennessee)
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- Staff Writer. N

- its signature tobin's égg blue box, is

. relations specialists are planning an invi-.

SATURDAY; JULY 29, 2006

: -Inslde Tlffany S Blue Box

Here is & look at Tuxury jewelerTffany &
.. 'Co,,.0pening a hew location'at the' Mall
- at Green Hills on Tussday: A

] Headquarters.. New-York
2005 revenus; $2.4 billion

. Stores; 58'US. Iocatlons, 98.interha-~
: tlonalstores St .

Rlecent openmgs. Indlanapohs, Nash-
vile "

" Others planned Tucson Az Atlantlc
‘Cty, NJ Walkoloa, Hawall .

By BOBBY [EE'

Tiffany & -Go, the New York
]ewelry store known for style and

- putting the finishing touches on a-
5300-square-foot store at the Mall-
at Green Hills, a development that -
marks the high-end retailer’s. ﬁrst
entry into Tennessee.

And it’s creating a buzz in the .
process, Amored cars are delivering
" jewelry under guard. Staff members
are polishing glass cases, and public

. mall across the hall — comes as luxury
_ goods salesfromfinejewelry fo fast cars
continue to thrive despite high gold and
-gas prices puttmg a ‘dent'i m the average
-guy'swallet, . -
* “One of the reasons Nashwlle pxqued
otr interest is that we have such 4 large -
;. existing custome: base here,” sdid store 5
e -dlrector Amy Miller, pomtlng to -a data~

"~ tation-only Monday breakfast at Tiffany’s
“torcall attenuon to the ntzy retallefs
“armival. and a s '
The store S oﬁiaal ﬁrst day of sales on : , ‘store opemng a few days later in the same B Please seo 11FFANY, 2E




Tiffany: Store to open in Green]

FROM PAGE 1E

base of 13‘,000; custorers who
have bought Tiffany’s merchan-
.dise online or traveled to an

Atlantalocation or other outlets to-

buy.in the past.-

The company said it has been :

Astudymg the Nashville market for

years, and it is landmg ata Green . [
‘Hills mall that registers sales per |
square foot that by some measure-

-ments is the strongest in the state.
Robert Perlmutter, managing
partner of miall owner Davis Street
Land Co, said, “current sales at the

center are $546 per square foot,

which doés not include expansion
‘tenants suchi as The Cheesecake
Factory, Louis Vuitton ‘' and
Tiffany’s. We expect sales next

year to be over $600 (afoot) whien -

those tenants are all included.”
David Stewart, a University of

Southern California marketing

professor, said Nashville has the

type of customers most ‘high-end. -

retailers want.

- “There is a pocket of affluence

there, not as big as New York or
Los Angeles, but it is an attractlve
market,” he said.

. Tiffany’s at Gréen Hills is in the
 miiddle of the mall on a .comer
space. French-owned Louis Vuit-

ton, which sells luxury gifts,
leather goods and accessories, will -

anriounce more details of its
almost 3,000-square-foot store

Monday, theé company said. The

‘store appears nearly complete,
- Tiffany’s is known for opening a
select nurnber of stores; usually no

more than four to six a year. -

Recent openmgs were in cities
smaller

‘exhausted  large' "~ metropolitan

_there? ” Stewart said.

Chxcago and the Los Angeles area, Tie
where the jeweler has multiple -
outlets, It opened in Stianghai and.

Beijing, China, earlier this yeat,.
" “These fifns are interested in
growth opportunities and they've:

areas. The question for managé:" :
ment is, ‘Where ‘do you go from ‘
' metals prices anda general down-

s next week:

the New York,

the demographics. They’re all

going to identify Nashville as the

Stewart said more luxury stores  turn ‘in the economy have not
could follow Tiffany’s and Louis =~ affécted sales, said Béth ‘Canavan,
“Vuitton to-Music Crty , . Tiffany’s executive vicé pre31dent.'

“There is a certain amousit.of * “We have continued to see enthu-

" leader-follower behavior at work.  siastic buying for jewels »
All of these retailers are lookingat ~ “One of the things that enables

us to ride through tofigh times, as

. well'as good times, is the fact that

" customer makes a purchase.” B

» oo
55

3

aslszaTlffany&Go.store.‘ R .

people still want to celebrate the =
. most important timés of . their .

lives,” Canavap  said, Tiffany’s {
adjusts prices 1i0. more, than two %

~ times a year.

The Nashvxlle store will carry

evérything .from . watches, baby |
- gifts, fine jéwelry, Trffany dia-."
‘maonds,
'weddmg Bands, “We will also be -

engagement rings and ;

carrying jewelry- fromi our exclu-
sive designers,” Miller said. CuL

“People think about Tlffany’s»
being exclusive or -elite. But we |,

really inake a quality product
regardless of what the item is and "

really offer a true value when a !

.
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Panoff’ president of

Harpeth Consulting

James B. Panoff has been
named president of Harpeth Con-
sulting LL.C, a group of former

Nashville corporate execytives
that offers advice-to companies,
government agencies and non-
profit groups.
U " He was execu-
tive vice presi-
dent of sales, mar-
- ketingand *
business develop-
ment for. health-
care technolggy
e dompany Spheris
PANOEF Inc, Panoff I}Jms
) bachelor of arts
degree in organizational commu-
nications from Virginia Polytech-
nic Institute and State University.
Harpeth Consulting LLC is a
subsidiary of Harpeth Companies
Inc, the Nashville-based parent of
investrnent banking firm Harpeth
Capital.

- GETAHN WARD
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' WHAT'S NEW

EMI to open dl%
catalog to Mash

EMI Group PLC, the world's
third-Jargest music company,
agreed to make its digital catalog
av:ii]abl@ to Mashboxx, a file-shar-
ing service that has deals with
three of the four major record

" comp: anies.

Mashboxx lans to chargve %9
¢ents for downloaded songs, the
same as Apple Computer Inc's
iTunes service, and will offer five

 free plays before billing Founder

‘Wayne Rosso said he hopes to
start the service by the end of the
year. London-based EMI
announiced the agreement Friday
in an e-mailed statement.

The announcément comes a
day after Sharman Networks Ltd,
owmer of the Kazaa fil
service, settled copyright in-
fnngement lawsuits with the ma-
jor record éompanies.

In addition to EMI, Sharmian
has agreements with Vivendi SA’s

NES says it will
pass 4.5% decrease
‘on to its customers

By NAOMI SNYDER
Staff Wiiter
KNOXVILLE — After being
hit with two rate increases in a
year, Nashville Electric Service's
customers are finally getting a bit
- of relief = $2 to $4 off their
monthly electric bills, thanks to a

SATURDAY, JutY 29,

TVA to lower electrlc rate'

TVA rate cut — but people who
live in Williamson and three
other nearby counties- may not
be as fortunate,

The Tennessee Valley Author-
1ty board voted 80 Friday to
lower the wholesale power rate it
charges distributors by 45 per-
cent starting Oct. ], the agency’s
first rate cut in nearly 20 years, -

NES, which gets its power
from TVA, said it will give its
more -than 340,000 customers
the full benefit of the across-the-
board cut.

The miove comes after a. 75
percent TVA rate increase in
October 2005 and another 995
percent increase in April. Those
wholesale increases added as
much as $15 to many typical cus-
tomas bills, TVA Sald at -the

Thxs nme, Middle Tenn&see
Electric Membership Corp,
which provides power in Willi-
amson, Rutherford, Wilson and
Cannon counties, said it might
not pass on the full impact of
TVA's reduction to its 170,000

customers because the electric
c0-0p’$ costs -are soaring and it
can use the money to pay some
ofitsown bills, -

Spolusman Chis Ionas said
the price of copper (used in
transmission lines) has gone up
80 pércent in a year, and the cost

of transformers, for substations .

has doubled “The cost of déing
busm&s for-us has gone di
dcross- the board,” Jones sal

“That could very well eat into the

P Pleasd s66 RATES, 25

Rate hlstory

TVAapproved a 4.5 pt
on Fiday, a move that
many Nashville area &1
to,$4 a month on their

* bills, Here's TVA's rece

history.

Yesterday: down4.5
April 2006: up 9.95 pi
Oct. 2005: up7.52 pt
Oct 2003: up 6.1 pat
Oct. 1997: up 5,99 px
Jan. 1988: down 6 pt
SOURCES: TVA, THEAS!
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JEATHIE REASONOVER/ THE TENNESSEAN
Yemisrach Mekango cleans glass cases at the Tiffany & Co. store at The Mall at Gnaen Hills as workers and staff prepare for its
opening. The store will hold ah Invitation-only breakfast at Tiffany’s on Monday and open Tuesday.

Inside Tiffany's Blue Box
Hera Is a look at huxury jewsler Tiffany &
Co,, opening a neéw location at the Mall
at Green Hills on Tuesday:
Headquarters: New. York

2005 revenué; $2.4 biflon

BOBBY LEE
?,Zg Rriter Stores: 58'U.S. locations; 98 Interha-
Tiffany & Go, the New York tional stores
jewelry store known for style and i - Recent openings: Indianapolis, Nash-
its signature robin's egg blue box, is vile ’
putting the finishing totches on a- Others planned: Tucson, Ariz; Atantic
5300-square-foot store at the Mall City, N.J.; Walkoloa, Hawali
at Green Hills, a development that e
marks the high-end retailer’s ﬁmt mall across the hall — comes as luxury
entry into Tennessee. goods sales from fine jewelry to fast cars
And its creating a buzz in the continue to thrive despite high gold and
process. Armored cars are delivering gas prices putting a dent in the average
jewelry under guard. Staff members guy’s wallet,
are polishing glass cases, and public “One of the reasons Mashville piqued

our interest is that we have such'a large
existing customer base here,” said store
director Amy Miller, pointing to a data-

relations specialists are planning an invi-
tation-only Monday breah‘ast at Tiffany’s
to call attention to the ritzy retailer’s o :
arrival ' B . Tuesday — and a smaller Louis Vuitton
‘The store’s official first day of sales on  store opening a few days later in the same

B> Please seo TIFFANY, 2E

Carmal
expect
dip ins:
for July

By SARAH KARUSH
Assoclated Press

DETROIT —U.S

. are expected to reg

matic decline in July
compared with a ye:
heavy discounts st
record sales. At the
high gas prices are d
buyers toward more
models, an area wher
ufacturers still domin
New vehicle sales ;
to come in.at about
units, a 15 percent de
July 2005, according
by vehicle research si
com. Automakérs r
July sales results on T
Michael Maroone
and chief operating
AutoNation Inc, t
largest auto retailes
should be stronger
when 15 million ve
sold in the Unlted St:
inJune there wasanu

tomers waiting for th

tive program,” he told
ated Press this week.

. Summer incentives

in comparison” with
when the domestic
offered all customers
to buy vehicles at the
employee price.
Some people proba
tinue to hold out fo
which they are used
the summer, Edmund
dent Jeremy Anwyl s:
“It’s a game of chicl
the deal seekers and
panies,” he said, .
"This year, only Chr

ning the employee di

motion, which it beg
the end of June, offe

-ceht off most 2006 m

JULY AUTO SALE
FORECAST AT A
Company Est. July
sales
GM
Ford
Chrysler
Toyota
Honda
Nissan
Industry

0‘
f
416,000, ¢
266,000 ¢
191,000 ¢
227,000 u
138,000 ¢
83000 ¢
154M° ¢
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“Tennessee’s ‘zero income tax’ lures supply-sider Laffer”

The Tennessean (Nashville, Tennessee)
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w0 MONDAY, AUGUST 14,2006 . . . °

RICKY ROGERS / THE TENNESSEAN
Arthur Laffer, often called “the father of supply-side economics”. - ;
because of his Laffer Curve, has relocated his family and company,
Laffer Associates, from San Diego to Nashville. Laffer, seen at his

" office Friday, was influential during the Reagan administration,

!

‘ .By BOBBY I.EE
- Staff Writer

.+ As an economic . adv1ser'7'
- under President Reagan in thte

1980s, Arthur, Laffer helped

~ shape- supply-51de economlc.

theory. ‘
Now, Laffer is movmg from

" the West Coast to Nashville
“to openaconstﬂtmgﬁrm, Laf-
 fer “Associates. 'He's joining -
‘two ‘sons already living in
“Music City "~ investment
_advisér’ Arthur Jt; who rims.

Laffer Investments from an

~office near. Centenmal Park;
+ and Justin, asenior at Vander—
bilt University.

The - elder Laffer,

who B
served eight -years as‘a mem- -
ber of . President Reagan’s

~Economic - Policy - Advisory -
Board, sees Tennessee as 4n. -
upwardly mobile. _economy

: “Tennessee is the und;lscov—, .
“ered gem,” said- Laffer, who‘ )
“tns 66 today. - "

“There are nine states in the

U, with" zero. income tax. -

Tennessee happeris to be one .

of them. I think that is a criti-
cal feature  of any business

being run. Why wouild-you go

10 a state that has an income " ..’

tax that's ruining its popula~ -

tion? This state has db'ne a
 beautiful job,” he said. -

Laffer said ‘his demslon to

“move from . California . also .
- 'was prompted by what ke

sees ‘as . that state’s declinie.

. “California is not the state it -

was when I went there, I diss" "

like the politics of California, -
‘the politics of class warfare,
the pohtlcs of hatred,” he said. * "

@ Please see LAFFEH 2E~'

|
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Laffer. Supply—s1de theonst' |

~joins his 2 sons in Nashville

FROM PAGE 1E

California Repubhcan Gov .
Amold Schwarzenegger’s recent
policy flip-flop. — mcreasmg

- social spending, raising the ini-=
mum wage and, becommg what
Laffer describes as pro-union — -
were among other political and
economic factors: hasténing the »

- move, Laffer said,

“T just-didn’t Want t6 ride, in
the last years of my life, an econ-
omy from the  peak to the

_trough,” he said. :

- Consulting roots

Laffer " Associates ‘has- been.
around since 1979; working with
clients in the United States,
Europe; Asia and Canada: Laffer
Investments, an asset -manage-.

~ment firm run by one of Laffer’s
sons, got started six years ago!

“We do supply-side.research -

* from the top down,” Laffer said
in an- intetview -earlier this

. month on a weekend frip, to.
" Nashville. He plans to complete

the move from San Diego soon.

" “Where we're located really is
unmatenal " he said of consult=
lng “We have institutions, pen-
sion funds, trust funds ... all of

" those are our clients,” Laffer said,

‘Laffer is probably best known

- for sketching his “Laffer Curve”
on'anapkin during dinner, giving
birth ‘to the - principles = of
Reaganomics. The . parabola
illustrates that somewhat lower
tax rates can stimulate the econ-
omy, encourage people to spend
more moneéy and beost tax rev-
enuesin thelongrun, -
. Today, Laffer says he doesn’t
remember exactly -where- he
drew. the sketch, but he still
believes in its message.

“Whenever you raise tax rates,

you never raise revenues.in the
same proportlon and, 'in fact, -

_sometinies you even get less rev-

- enues,” Laffer said. “.. A 5. per-

cent tax surcharge will not give

© you 5 percent more revenue.

You may get 4 percent, you may
get 3 percent, you miay get 2 per-
cent, but you won’t get 5 percent,
and you may even lose money.”

Chicago.

“THE LAFFER CURVE

- Economist Arthur Laffer,

66, is-considered the father of .
: supply—sxde économics.

" Here’s a look at some of his

. key jobs in the field of domes-._
. tic economic policy: ‘

" ©1981-89 — -Member,
Economic Policy Advisory

Board during Presldent Rea- =
‘gan’s two terms.. o
- ¢'1979-present — Founder _

- of Laffer Assoclates, eco-

nomic consultant
° 1976-84 — Professor,

‘ Unrversrty of Southern Calrfor-. .

nia, ’

the Reagarn/Bush Finance
Comimittee in 1984 and a

founding member of the Rea-  ~
" gan Executive Advisory Com-'
mittes for the presideritial

~ rage of 1980; '
© 1972-77— Consultant to

George P, Shultz and William

#E. Simon during their tenures

as secretary of the treasury, -
first under President Nixon

~and then under Pre3|dent

" Ford.)

,® 1970—72 Chlef econo- _
. mist, Office of Management

. and Budget. '

¢ 1967-76 — Faculty
member, University of

e 1980-84 ~ Member of _ |
‘the executive committee of

— BOBBY LEE.

- Still active’

As much as Laffer is known
forhis curve, he also stays active
in the debate about” ‘current €co-

. norhic policy.

* Laffer predlcts”that new Fed-
eral - Reserve Chairman Ben

Bernarike will-end up being an

Alan Greenspan hke -economic

“Ben Bemanke is not an exc1t—
mg person. ‘He’s a very smart
man, very well educated, very
trained, He's an excellent
economlst. . This is not a man
prone to expenmentmg,” Laffer
said “That’s exactly what you

want in the Fed. Stable, steady,

daily blocking and tackling, dull,

‘boring, -doesn’t - get' overly

excited when something goes

k wrong, 'IhlSlsamanwhowﬂlbe

avery steady—as—she goes.”
With high oil:prices buffeting

the wortld. economy, Laffer ¢aid
the problem was due in part to a’

weakening dollat, although he

thinks the US. curréncy will °

strengthen over time;

“Oil ‘is" pricéd in the . World :
- market. So, the price of oil in’
. euros and the price of oil in yen
 has risen a lot less than it has'in |

dollars ‘because the dollar has
weakened so ‘much relatlve to
the yen and the éuro.” '

On ‘American- competitive- |
-ness, Laffer doesn’t see anythmg

wrong with compames - ont-

. sourcmg ]obs OVerseas. .,
““Trade is no deferent than”

outsourcing. If you find a coun-
try that provides you high qual-

ity labor at:a low cost ... what the -
heck’s wrong with that? That’s

what bothers me so much about

these people that.are anti-Mex- -
ico. Mexico’s” wonderful,” “he -

said. “Its a’zero-sum game .in
aggregate -,

fromus”
He also believes that Amenca

has the ability to stay competl- ‘

tive in manufacturing, if the cir-
cumstances are- right. But, he
said, it . can’t be -done with

defined benefit plans for work-

ers and heavy unionization..

“They'd be noncompetitive in’

hours,” be said of manufacturers,

. the "reason they‘.
_want to sell us those services is~
because they want to buy goods,
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By BOBBY LEE
Staff Writer

rning points in careers

N

\

More than 1300 of the- apprommately 5 000 ehglble Workers at General Motors’ Sprmg Hill plant have opted for cash buyouts from the grant .
* .automaker or early retirement packages as GM moves to trim roughly 35,000 jobs nationally. Here are the stories of three local workers who have
+ worked at thé Saturn plant in Spnng Hill for years and face an uncertam future as the car mdustry wrestles w1th change. _ ‘ ..

Stew Fomt

Path Sweet

L Seott Prins

‘twaoesasz’msrsn ss‘ i

R

Age 47
&BodySystems -

Stew Forst left General Motors on Apnl 30
28-year early retirement package.

Since then, e has opetated a window and s1d- 1

. ing ihstallation busmess il Franklin, "~

“T've done this horme improvement busmess._

. for years. I've been praying for retirement.”
- .Since April, he has operated his business full
-time, hmng some of his formiet GM-co-work-.
- ers, creattng an “early retlrement crew” as he
callsit
" Forst started workat GM asa dnver in "

1993, “General Motors provided a really good

" Jiving for years and years with the health ben- .

- efits and job security,” he said.

Forst said he plans to stay in Mlddle Tenn-

essee and has purchased a second home at -

" Center Hill Lake, “I really loveliving here. My i

- kids grew up here,” he said.

“Age: 47 -

ST o o CurrentAreaofWorkatGMIndrrect
PrevxousAreaoderkatGMMatenal o

Matenals & Powertram
Path Sweet isina plckle, and it may be Sep-

tember before the situation is resolved. Hav- -
ing worked for General Motors for the better. ..
part of 26 years, she applied for a 27-year early o
- retirement package. Appatently, she’s 43 - -

" hours short of qualifyirig — about 2 week’s
- worth of work. GM;is reviewing her hours,
. and she plans to take early rehrement, ifi rt

turns,out she’s eligible, 7 ’
“For them to offer 27-, 28+ and 29-year pacl(-
. ages, and you don't have to be 50, that wasa -

- great opportunity.”
Trenton, NJ. He moved to the Saturn plantin -

“If Sweet qualifies for rehrement, she plans

* to do “absolutely nothing” for a year.

~“In'the second year, I may look into oppor-- .
turiities. Ilike to do landscapiig, and Linay - -
start my own business or work for someone, l '

grew up on a farm in Mlchlgan solrealy’ -

‘liked to bé outdoors and be in the soil and see.
. things grow.” Sweet said she’d also like to vol-.
' unteerata senior citizens center. Coe

out -
;"‘A lot of people have been'through haid times -

Age:48
CurrentAreaofWorkatGM Fmal

. Inspecuon

Scott Prms d1dn’t take the early retn;ement

package < éveni though he’s worked at GM

amore than 30 years and was eligible forit. .
Prins said he’s too young to retire, He’s also ‘
convinced that GM will survive: - -
“Trn only 48 years old: My feélings : are, Tm'

not going to leave GM and find a job that. pays' o

+ as well as it does’. My youngest child has just - -

* graduated high school and were lookmg at "
“four years-of college.” o

“If I'm going to retire-and have to ﬁnd

anottter job, that's not retiring, that’s a career

miove,” he said. Prins said many co-workers

+ whoopted for retirement are Womed aboiit -

GM's future, :
. “T think there is that fear that they better get -
while they ¢an get something,” Prins said.

0 the past-with GM — with plant closings —

“and they’re not willing to putup with that
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ror most,
today’s
About one-fourth
get paid holiday
By BOBBY LEE - '
Staff Writer - . :

. Before. complaining about
having to work, today, just
remember, you're not alone, -

While some workers are
stretching the Fourth of July
holiday into a four-day week-

- end by taking a vaeation day, -
- most people in Nashville (and
.the rest of the country for that
. thattet) are working diligently
' at theit desks, rather than fir-
ing up the barbecue pit.
Even .most state workers
- are on the job'in Teénnessee.
“Itd be nice, but it should
not be required,” said Drew
Hawkins, 31,-an auditor for the
state, who's still managirig to
.slip away today by taking per-
sonal leave. He said the state
. government
. was right not
to let, every-
. one off with .

pay.

- Nationally,
only 27 per--
: 4. cent-of 3500 - .
HAWKINS - - employers " -

- polledaré giv- . '

ing today and the Fourth of

July -off as paid holidays,

‘according to a survey by.

JobKite.com, an Internet job

site: In a separate survey,.
 JobKite also found that 41 of - : .
72 of Nashville-area employ-

ers (public sector and private)

are offering-the day off with -

. pa{_as S - .
. - Last year, this was no prob-
lem. The Fourth of July fell on
" a Monday. The last time the -
Fourth fell on a Tuesday was -

 -Please sea HOLIDAY, 48
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* Ethics job draws quali

ety of job skﬂJs a ﬂjght

Ville Fmertamment & Pub-

By law, the new ethics

ed,

mg and dining- pubhc oiﬁ-

od

Vanety apply tO lead panel attendant, a former veteri- lishing Co. He has avoided agency must be up and run-  clals came to light last year AT TNNESS
nary, technician who is now the ethical quagmires that ning — with its director in . during the Operation Tenni- - ¥ To réad pretdols
tt b 1 O 1 a stay -at-horite - dad who, capture’ some folks in the place—byOcLL'I’heapph essee Waltz bribery sting ethics In state govs
Se 0 eg]_n Wor ( ct toys with photographyanda  entertainment mdustry, he’ cations for executive dire¢- ~ The bipartisan . Ethics: Tefinessean.com
man who moved to the said tor were fiade available Frl- . Commission was cieated in  Keyword ETHICS.
By'lREN]‘SEI L applied to' run the da_y to- Nashville area to launch an “Its ashppery slope. and that wake of ‘the sting 'to s
Sieff Wilter . “day.operations of the newly . entertainient comparty. = -~ we've met a lot of sharks,” Thesu{ member.commis- investigate wrongdoing in 'INSIDE
. ‘Anethics prof%sor,apasf created Tennessee Ethics '‘Tm a very principled, . De-Ville said “We could * sion was bom from years of state government, It et for . Alook N
tor and the policy adviser to- Commission. very . moral 'person,” said have made a lot of money, ethical problems brewing at the first time June 13 ‘and forthe til;??h?e?
Canada's Ethics' Commis-  Others Inthe avalanche of * Victor De-Ville, whomoved and welve- stepped away ~the state Capitol. A volatile started the process of hiring oM eet?h ot
- sloner are among those with 16 applications the state” to. Gallitit from Chicago from it. We're not going 't " mitxof conflicts of interest __ + .~ . - on 9 commik
heavy credenuals who‘ve * received touted a wide vari~ recently and created De- do anything dirty.” Cand Iobbylsts lavishly win- ~ - Please see ETHICS, 4A 1 Page AR

$ ' KEN THOMAS involved i in,
Wor \ ay : ‘Assoclated Press -+ " thatkilled 1
T ) WASHINGTON —Lawé  The study
aE - that set strict conditions for sis on progra
Ab()ut ()ne-f()urth teenagers to get alicense can  ® Aminim
reduce fatal crashes involving  eaming alea
get pald hohday 16-year-old drivers by about ¢ A“waiti
onefifth, public  health least three n
By BOBBY LEE researchers say, . tihg a leame
Staff Writer ’ Examples include a waiting ~ applying for
Before. complaining abouit period before a young driver license.
having' to work. today, just may move from a learner's  © A minin
remember, yow're not alone. ' permit to an intermediate of supervisec
While some workers are license, restrictions on driy-  © A minir:
stretching the Fourth of July ing at night and required anintérmedi
holiday into a four-day week- hours of supervision by an ¢ A minim
end by taking a vacation day, adult driver. Tennessee is full licensing
mostpeoglemNashvﬂle (and one state with such restric- .- ® Restrict
the rest of the co nzﬂt;onhat tions. {vi .
. ‘'matter) are working diligently States with sach restric-- o Restricti
¥ at their desks, rather than fir- tions as part of strong gradu-  passéngers.
ing up the barbecue pit. ated ‘driver’s licensing pro-  The study
Even .most state workers grams showed declines .in  programs
are on the job in Tennessee. fatal crashes’ involving 16-. crashes for 1¢
“Itd be nice, but it should year-olds, according to a average of |
not be required,” said Drew studyreleased todayby Johns states with
Hawkins, 3, an auditor for the +Hopkins Bloomberg: School components
state, who's still managing to of Public Health in Baltimore, cent reduc
-slip away today by taking per- Traffic accidents are the crashes inw
sonal Jeaye. He said the state leading cause of death for olds. Progra:
government teens. Federal figures show seven compc
was right not IPILO / THE TENNESSEAN

'

For most
today S
justa

to let, every-

"ities use humps and

| bumps to slow drivers

Barbara Cox, leﬂ, waters flowers by

g cars that usg her

that 16-year-old drivers'were

Study: Stricta
~can cut teen dr
“deaths by 20 pe

perceit redw

one off with . street om Penlnsula Drive to Nashuill - ~ o
P atonal PR
ationally, : . . NP,
oy e | Clties,resdents Phone prices to
B\ cent of . . i
Hawans - emplovess | gdopt measures g T :
oy w BREE | oo as more talk on
July off as paid "holidays, ) oo
according to a survey by. L By MATT RICHTEL froifi the year
]obKltecom, an Internet j job By ANNE PAINE and KEN BELSON . 3 percent of t
sites In a separate survey, Suff Wit - New York Times News Service -, “Ret. By 2010, t
JobKite also found that 41 of . GALLATIN — Barbara " Competition in the phone TeleGeograp,
72 of Nashville-area employ- Cox would never let her * Bumps and . business, intensifying this Internet pho
ers (public sector and private) two children play In their - moker Alook at K;ar as Internet-based calling  winaboutaq
are oﬂermg the day off w:th front yard on. Peninsula shx ways neigh- taken root, has reached ditiopal local
pay. * Drive: when they were borhood strests the point where many indus:  Tostemth
- Last year, this was no prob- growing up and she won't + can bamodified try anticipate an éra  tional Bell of
lem. The Fourth of July fell on let her grandchildren do so toslowtraffie. - 1 ofcheap and even freé calls, nies have bet
a Monday. The last time the - today, . + Qettirig help: “People ate going tolookat new-business
Fourth fell on a Tuesday was She herself is afraid to The ontions b voice communications as  vision and str
2000. work on the flowers around ) ai/aﬂgglé o . something they expect to get “ping the prio
: ' her  mailbox during the nelghbothoods for free,” said Henry Gotnez, * phone service
P Please see HOLIDAY, 4A morning and evemng rush w“ﬁ traffic general manager of Skype, - The averag
' hours: problems vary which eBay bought last year. net voice .cal
It’s too dangerous, she from city to city for $2 6 billion. The company voicé over Inl
Se how sev- usually charges a few centsa  or VolP, pays!
“Peo&le just fly through . eral Midstate mmutg for calls from comn- unlimited call
here,” she said. ‘I even have communities puters to regular phones, but’ to VoipRevie

a ‘grand-dog thats ot

IO IO

in Masw it aliminatad thaen

rlta shat baill
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“ Miss Martha’s beneﬁt cranks back up

: ‘Chocolate Prahne

: winning Best of Show at the.
CI'llIlCh beCOIIleS 213t edition of Pirity “Miss
Martha’s ' Ice Cream Crankm
: Puntys new ﬂavor contest on Sunday. - ¢ .
. L ‘Morrison's - recipe ‘was
"By BOBBY 'among more than'100-entered,
. Staff Writer.: into the. contést, 4 fundraiser -

Bver dreamed of ﬁndmg
_your own ice cream creation in
. the freezer section of your local

' grocery store?

Hedy Momsonuof Nas.hvﬂle

g FP()M PAEIB -

' the planned nme-month long cele-_.-
-bration of Nashville’s 200th birth:
day. Her création also wilt become ; .
“one. of Purity Dames newest 1ce",;

cream ﬂavor& .

- Morrisort " says: her msprratmn'
cameé from-her Graham.Cracker

Praline bar, By remoying the pras

ham crackers from: the recipe and
adding vanilld i ice-cream, she ere-..

ated her award- “winning: flavor.’

While excited by her award, she *i ing herice créam.
Other uique ﬂavors mcluded :

‘“says “that ~her church, Calvary ‘ :
“Frog in:-a Blender (pistachi and ~

- United Methodist; was oné of only-
”'»;strawbemes) and Fried: Nuts (nists
“and vanilla ice c;ream)

a few non-Presbytenan ‘chutches
‘ partrctpanng in the event. I want,

to issue a challenge to-all other .

. denominationi‘churches to ‘come
._.Outto support Mlss‘Martha,” Mor- '

‘.nsonsard. e T

"‘than judging.

w1ll see that happen with her

for the Martha OBtyan Center
that aimed to raise¢ more than
'$50,000 for the Chnstlan out-
‘réach mmlstry ~

"Roughly .5 0, -people

‘Sarah Allen, 20, of Seeoud Pres-

b erian ‘Church, was- the Best of -

Show winner: ‘wheén thé event Was.

Browme Avalanche

- Allent ]udged ice creams in the',-'
frurt «category “this. year : and .- Sou
deeided against entering her. Cap* +$ai
;puccing Gelato because: of apotep- |
tial conflict. “I-like scooping more -
, Ilike theinteraction,”
-$aid Allen,as the heat started melt-

“Theicé creamin the cohtest are

from people that. are pretty seriols”

abot f Marsha Edwards,

? said

.presrdent and chref elg,ecutlve

Chocolate Praline Crunch after..

‘et

last held in'2002 and was ont hand:
to.' scoop - her . w'infnng’ Mocha .
- “We,wanted to keep it as-dnold-

showed up at the First Presby— .
terian Church on Franklin Pike’
to sample moré than 500 gal o
lons of ice créam. -
Mortison walked: away with «
$50. gift - certificate ’ to. -

Wﬂhams—Sonoma, an antique - )

ice cream scoop and the satis- -

faction of knowing that her .

Chocolate Praline Crunch-will ~ ;
be' considered, the official ice

'cream of Celebrate Nashvxlle,

hPIeaseseeCONTEST2B

Contest: : Event offers unique choices

l ofﬁcer of theMartha O'Bryan Cen-. .
The centerrdrd Tot have the

event last year' as it reevaluated = -
thie' direction “of  the ‘celebration. -.:

fashiorr fce tream soelal, a relaxing -’ !

"-Edwards;.' R

The Tasters Chorce ‘award,
whrch determines the best ﬂavor ‘

‘of ice:creamn sampled at the- event, -
regardléss of - whether -it - was
. entered. -into’. the” -competition, -

went ta Nicholas Veith for hisJTce

Waffle' flavor, ‘First, second and ..
‘third- runner-up for’ theBest-of * - :
Show:  went . -to. Katre Everette,
. (Baniana_. Peach), - :
" (Chocolate Toe Cream) and Travis , -
:Clark (Old Fashlon Gmger Snap)} T

‘Moore '

respecﬁvely i




Kentucl
helmet law

means we
have to pay

A moronic Kentucky law is cost-
ing Vanderbilt University Medical
Center — and that means Middle -
“Tennessee taxpayers and the hos-

pital’s paying customers mil-
lions ofP doylllnar&
Kentucky doesn't require motor-

cycle riders to wear helmets.
‘When a motorcycle rider wrecks
anywhere in southern Kentucky,

*Vanderbilt's LifeFlight helicopters |5

- -dre sent to save them because Van-
derbilt is the only Level I Trauma

" Center, covering 65,000 square
miles of turf, in this region.

The numbers add up: -

© Vanderbilt” treats about 100.
people with severe head injures
evety year. About I percent of
those come from Kentucky, Of
those, 75 percent have no health
insurance whatsoever, Vanderbilt-
takes care of them anyway, .

o That number has been rising
steadily since Kentucky repealed
most of its helmet law in.1998. That
* year, theré were 650 people hurt in
motorcycle accidents in Kentucky, -
In 1999, that number -jumped to
774, After the law was loosened
even more in 2000, 800 riders -
were hurt. That's a 23 percent
increase in just two years.

© The average Vandeﬁnlt Tospi-
tal stay cost for somieone with a
head injury is between $75,000 and
$100,000, That extra $20,000 to
$25000 is the cost'to care for
patiénts who didn't wear a helmet.

¢ Kentucky also has a law that

.. forbids ho?xtals or long-term care

' facilifes from accepting these
severely injured people until they
have Meditaid, :

Tt can take up to three months to
get Medicald approved after’
wrecks such as these, Vanderbilt is
forced t6 keep them in the hospital
unti! that happens.

“We are eating mdhons, sald
Beth Broering, trauma coordinator
at Vanderbilt. Dr, Richard Miller,
medical director of the trauma unit
at Vandy, agreed: “Therestisup to
us as taxpayers or to the hospital.”

‘And beyond just the cost, Miller-
said, Kemucky"s helmet-free law is

“I can h%( a lot from the head
down,” he said. “But the one thing
we cannot have a lot of coritrol *
over is a head injury. Once you've
injured your head, you're not the
same again. Helmets reduce head
! injurjes. Motorcycle riders may'be |
good ers. But the most com- * §
mﬁgn IWheu yc}>uu all -
off a:motorcycle is you t your -
head”

Riding without 2  helmet
‘increases your chance for head
injuries, and head injuries have a_
.higher mortality rate and a higher
chance for permanent disability, he -

Mlller, Broering and others have
successfully played defense at the -
Tennessee State Capito! - every
{m p like clockwork. when lobby-

. for

motorcycle riders file
[ gemnmz.l legislation to repeal our
elmet law. The medical team has

been sticeessful. .

But they cannot reahsucalky do

(UG

" Midstate has some promise for

MONDAY,

AUGUST 7,2006

Armadlllos feast on pesky fire ants

Like the insect,

'dead and upstde down on a
median on"Tharlotte Pike this

‘Lawrence Gilbert, director of the
University of Texas Bracken-

e week — are a.natural enemy of ' ridge Field Laboratory in Austin.
ma]nmal mlgf ated the fire ant. 0 d That's the yeungf the pupae
' . “They’re eating them," said Joe and larvae stages of the stinging
tO NaSthHe Ar€d  Forner, Tennesse¢ Wildlfe . and crop-damaging ants.

. T Resources Agency officer il They, along with armadillos,
By ANNE PAINE Williamson County. are spreading -northward from
Staff Witer “Theyre doing us a-favor in warmer climes,

One uniovited guest in the that regard” * In the case of the fire ants, the

holding another at bay. - ‘
Armadillos — like one lying

Armadillos, a relative of the
anteater, dig irito fire ant mounds’
in " search of the brood, sald

U.S.\Department of Agriculture’

. Armau“llos, like this onehltand ki
" b Pleass 5o ARMADILLOS; 28 Road, helps curb the expand‘ng thy fmmﬁm ans.-

- ANNEPAINE/TH
 Charlotte Pike nea

w111 see that en with her
ChOCOlate Pralme Chocolate thap]u}e p%mmh af‘tgr
winning Best of Show at the.
Crunch becomes  2u sgiie: of Doy M
Martha’s Jee Creani Grankin'
- Purity’s new flavor contest onsundsy.
. - ‘Morrison's - recipe  was
By BOBBY among more than'100 entered
. Staff Writed into the. contest, a fundraiser

for the Martha O'Bryan Center

Bver dreamed of finding
that aimed to raise more than,

your own ice cream creation in

thé freezer section ofyourlocal $50000 for the Christian oitt-
grocery store?
‘Hedy Mornson of Nashwlle Roughly 5000 people

Jack Heyer finishes his ioe cheam duﬂng Purity Miss Martha's lce Cream Crankin’ contest. The
eventisa fundralser foﬂhe Marﬁ\a O'Bryan Center, a Chnshan outreach mlnlstry

‘M]SS Martha’s henefit cranks backup

MATTHEW H. STARLING / THE TENNESSEAN

showed up at the First Presby— .
terian Church on F. Pike
to sample moré than 500 gal-
Miss lons of ice créam. :
Morttson walked away with -
a $50 gift certificate ' to: -
Williams-Sonoms, ‘an antique .
ice cream scoop and the satis-
faction of knowing that her
Chocolate Praline Crunch will
be' considered. the official ice
cream of Celebrate Nashville,

»Pteaéeseecomsr,ze

2-year-old nearly-! drowned i
accident that clanned sister’

) ByAlLENETORREs

Siaff Frlter

A Chattanooga
derbilt University Medical Center
onh Sunday ‘after a_drowning acci-

dent claimed the life of his sister; -

‘bospital officials said.

Markel Fuget, 2 — one of thrée™

tnplefs <~ was said to be in the

"pediatric intensive cire unit late .
- Sunddy - - afternoon. He nearly .

drowned while swimming unsu-

pervised in an aboveground pool

at a relative’s home in north Nash-
ville. His sister, Makayla, was pro-
‘nounced dead at the scene by
investigators. Marquise Fuget, the

third of the triplets, dld not get mto

the pool.
‘Drowiiing: rema:ﬁs the secon(i
leading cauge of injury-related

death for children age 1to 14 years, *

althoughi  di
slowly declined, according to. the
National Center for Injury Preverr
tion and Control at the Centers for

‘ stease Control and Prevention

“This points out that once a child
‘becomes mobile, even at 2'years

old, they can slip away fror adult -

supemsion if ‘you. don't -watch

"' them,” said Don Aaron, Metro
.. police spokesman:

The accident .femains -undér
investigation, Aaron said.

“However, at present it seems t
be just a tragic accident wheére the
two children were able to go out of
‘the home thiough a sctéen door

and climb the Jadder to the pool,” .-
" ages of 1 and 4, most
¢\ OnSaturday, Markel was rushéd -
“ to Vanderbilt University Medical -

he said:

Ceéntér after his mother, Venus
Lebaron, 27, -discovered him and
his sister in the-pool. ’

- Lebaron was here from Chat-
tanooga visiting a cousin, Karlton,

’ Sutton, at his home at 1716 Scovel

8
'I‘he children, had been. out51de

“toddler
. remained in intensive care at Van-

owning rates” have ’

\POOLSAFEI'Y
¢ Children should ftav
. supervislon at all time:
- No one, ot even ac
-+ Should swim alone.
* Keep.a stocked first
cordléss phone ant p
numbers closé athan
“o:On above-ground pr
sectire and lock the s1
remove!hemoompld
notiuse,. © -
e Children should use
toys only under $trict :
- supervison. . -
+ @ Avald inflatable arml
which can be ddngerc
pmvideafa!sesense

dence,
0Poolssl1ouldbev;si
iriside the horrie,
.*Bo by lean
savlng,ﬁrstaldandcl

niques.
 Parents who have i«
with poots should disc
safety.\

sw:mmmgmthepool\

of - the’ family ‘during

pohce sad -
Orice evéryone ter

"how: the children w¢

é&scapeand crawl up 1:

" Adron'said.

Efforts by - The Tet

- redch family miembers
' were unsucc&sﬁd

ng childeen. b
occur in residential

P test  youg, ‘el
young.
‘drowned in pools wer

* Inside the home, had

slghl fess ‘than’ five n
were in the care of one.
efits at'the time, accot
Nanoml Center for Inj
tion‘and Contml. B

With pasto gone, church members try te heal I

ByBRADSCHRADE
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Umversrty TVA supphes Power'

diréctly or via -other utilites —
such as Nashville Eléctric Service
— to 86 miillion customers in

 Tennesse¢ dnd-six other South—

eastem states,

*.No TVA customers in Mrddle '

Tennessee ended - up seeing
. power. supplies ‘cut. But some

mdusmes voluntanly reduced-

“We aie voluntanly and proac-
tively  decreasing usage for

nonessential; equipment to_sup-

* port production,” said Kate Neary,

spokeswoman for GM’s Spring

"c'ty

five - minutes to

i Hil plant,

" She said the plant puﬂed the

plug on-such'incidentals as coffee -
4 machmes,

microwaves and
copiers.

_ Interruptible customers -are

“given the opportunity to buy
electricity at a lower. rate. in -

exchange for allowing the electric-
ity provider to interrupt (or ask
them to curtail) power after
giving notice anywhere “from

advance
- Mark. Petty, director of bulld—

ings- and “utilitiesat” Vanderbilt
Umversrty, said one bit of good
newss that the school doesn't use

24. hours in

- as. mueh power when most st~
dents -dre gone: for the summer_

break: = .:
~“Tsuspect:. that if the 31tuat10n xs

' sévere; enough, ‘we would con-
"sidet: sehdmg home nonessential

“headded. ,

yina, assembly plant
ysiome.of its power under an

mterruptible contract, spokes-

woman Vicki Smith said, but the

company  wasn't put on alert
Thursday.

TVA: said that aletts are gener-'
: ally issued ras -a ‘precautwnary ,

step.”

“We haven't mtemipted,aliy-:;
- one,’:

sid Gl Fran

" hasn t had to mterrupt

customers’ power ye, but warnings 1ssued

_-spokesman, late Thursda The

authority would not elaborate on

* what triggers an interruption or
how many interruptible cus-
- tomérs it has inder contract.

NES spokesvs‘roman Lauxie

Parker said the company wouldbe

able to handle heavy demand “as

“long’ as the energy is -flowing

evenly across the systeris ' Where .*

~we run.into problems, is when a*.

citcuit overloads and the electrics
ity shuts down and flows else-
" where.” ‘ '

That’s: why we -have people

: momtormg it so that doesn’t hap~
- pen, o we can avoid any. large
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Tourlsm campaign hits T

State unveils plans-

tospend $4.8M

" nities, *

* to sell Tennessee

By BOBBY LEE
| Staﬂ‘ Writer

The “state Department of-

Tourist Develépment unveiled
. Tuesday how it plans'to $pend
+ about $4.8 million of its matket-
. ing budget, and.the agency is

beefing up Tennessee’s profile -

* ontelevision and the Intetnet, -
* -Theé -campaign, which has
+ already begun, includes a mix of

-back on that eye—catc
 SUCCESS.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 2006

TV, print ads, and an online -

keyword placement and banner

ad campaign. The state expects
ta focus on 11 “feedér” commu-
including = Atlanta,
Cincinnati and Lotdsville: .

The latest TV ads, featunng .‘

Dolly Parton riding in a red
convertible with 4 circa 1967
image™of Elvis Presley, started

“airing’ -in ApriL The next.
ga%?.

~“Now that it's been up there :
and’ people ‘have seen those-
_spots, we want to’ sipport the -
campaign by going Whete peo:

tourism. campaign- Wlll

“Yahop.
. focus’, on- co-op- -advertising

. includi

.v} Piease see TOURISM 3E

| Internet
ple plan. then‘ vaCauon. the-

REEI.ING IN TOURISTS
Intetnet,” $aid Ienmfer Spencg,

The state's Department of Tourist

assistant commissioner of mdr- Development is spending at least -
Keting for'the department. "$4.8 million on ads toboost
The ' department .will pur-. tourism, Here's where the -
- chiase ad space on various Web' - money ill gO: o

sites. such ‘as” Travelocity.com, : , Tourlsm ads s endm
- Orbitz:com -and. HistoryChan-: p g

PR

nel.com. Tn-addition, sponsored,i‘ TV 6
keyword sedrches will be pur- %
chased ‘from' . Google and :

The new. campalgn also wxll '

opportunities in’ print- media,
magazmes such as ¢

 SOURCE Department .
ofTounst Development :
THE TENNESSEAN




“Tourism: Agency will focus on reachmg
| mche markets such as golfers music fans

FROM PAGE 1E -1

. Southern Living, Woman’s Day

and Feld & Stream. Tt works
. like this: The state sets out to.

negotiate discounted rates with
the magazines and uses the space

to-promote Tennessee destina- *
direction of tourism in-the state.

tions in partmership with area
businesses.

“This is somethmg that we were-

not doing before because of (alack
_of) dollars” Commissioner Susan

Whitaker said,
. Whitaker said the department

‘hired Memphis-based ad agency -

) Chandler, Ehtlich & Co. for the
_‘creative work on the
tourism push, and Nashville-

" based The Buntin Group to help .

-find proper placements,
The department also will focus
on reaching tourists in niche mar-

latest .

kets, such as golfers, outdoor
enthusiasts and music fans. :

For instance, the department
has teamed with the Great Ameri-

- can Country channel to'sponsor a

new show, “Main Street,” featur-
ing 10 Tennessee cities, |
Whitaker is encouraged by the

“There are so many creative ways

to’ spread the word "about our
‘beautiful state,” she said. “It’s our

goal to get the word out effec-

"~ tively, to reach as many people as

possible-with our message.”

That's not to say there aren’t

problems to overcome..

“Gasoline has a huge impact on
the budget, but people keep driv-
ing” Whitaker said when asked

.- ‘about the impact of high fuel costs.

“If there’s gasoline, people will still

take vacations. Up to this point,

MARKE'HNG 0NL|NE

State offictals plan to place more
advertisements on selected travel

- Web sites to catch tourists’ eyes ™

and win business. Among the sites:

¢ Google & Yahoo — Sporisofed
keyword searches to point peoplé- -
researching vacations to the Tenn-
essee tourism-4Web site.

¢ Travelocitficom — Ad place-
ments in sections such as “Featured
'Destination,” “Featured Vacation,”
“Featured Sponsor” and alsoin -
direct marketing e-malls.

+ o Weather.com - Banner ads dlS-

played when a user checks the
weather in a clty within 250 mlles of
the Tennessee bonder .

we' have not been negatwely
aﬁ'ected.” ' _ |

R




